TEACHER’S NOTES & LESSON PLAN

Creative writing competition – Sustainable tourism
“TRAVEL GREEN.TRAVEL LOCAL”
Please note that this lesson plan has been developed to support schools and organisations interested in supporting their students in writing
submissions for “TRAVEL GREEN.TRAVEL LOCAL” – a creative writing competition connected to the World Tourism Day. For more information
about the competition please go to http://impactexplorer.asia/travel-green/
This lesson can be used as a TEFL/English lesson for non-native English speakers with intermediate level of English or the same material can
be translated to Khmer and be delivered as part of citizenship or Khmer lesson. ENTRIES ARE POSSIBLE BOTH IN ENGLISH AND KHMER
LANGUAGE!
Remember - This is a generic lesson plan, that needs to be adjusted to your learners needs and level of abilities. The lesson provides a range of
activities to ‘pick and choose’ an option, and depending on the student’s education level, it may be divided into several lessons.

OVERVIEW LESSON 1
Lesson Title: “I am a green traveller of the world”

STAGE 1 – PLANNING FOR DESIRED RESULTS
LESSON OBJECTIVES: CONTENT AND LANGUAGE
By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:
§ Have a basic understanding of the concept of sustainable travel
§ Learn new vocabulary connected to travel, environment and wildlife protection (for TEFL learners)

PRIOR KNOWLEDGE NEEDED
No previous knowledge of the subject is needed.
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STAGE 2 - LEARNING PLAN
INTRODUCTION

TIME (optional)

Introduce the subject of the lesson:

None (Printed poster
with information for
students can be put in
the classroom)

5min

BODY OF THE LESSON

§

15-20min

§ Introduction to the subject and new
vocabulary (listening, reading + new
vocabulary)

Handout (Appendix 1
copies)

§

Appendix 2 + paper for
groups to use during
group activities

30-45min

-

§ Introduction of the subject and the
creative writing competition

§
§

§
§ Exploring benefits of sustainable
tourism (group activity - speaking) –
Optional activity for high level
learners of organizations interested
in developing learners
understanding of the subject – can
be delivered in the local language if
English language levels are too low
to allow meaningful discussions in
the groups

§
-

International tourism day
Creative writing competition – deadlines/dates
Why you might enter? – why engaging in creative writing is
beneficial to your learners
Read the group of learners a short article about sustainable tourism annex 1
Check level of general understanding by soliciting answers from the
group in regard to the subject of the article (What happens in the story?
What Mr. Vuthy is involved in? etc.)
Distribute handouts with the article to the group and ask students to
highlight the words they do not understand
Provide explanation of the new words to the group and add any
additional new words you might want to introduce for this lesson–
Optional depending on the level of English
Drill pronunciation of new words and create sentences to practice
correct language use - Optional depending on the level of English
Divide your group of students to 5 groups –
Tourism and environment
Tourism and economic growth
Tourism and cultural heritage
Tourism and employment/poverty reduction
Tourism and opportunities to learn from each other

Give students 15min to discuss the topic in the groups – prepare additional
photos to stimulate conversation if your learners struggle with debating in
the classroom.
Use second 15 min to collect feedback from each group.
Ask group to vote on opposite statements – annex 3.
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MATERIALS

Appendix 3

OVERVIEW LESSON 2
Lesson Title: Making my competition entry - “I am a local traveller of the world”

STAGE 1 – PLANNING FOR DESIRED RESULTS
LESSON OBJECTIVES: CONTENT AND LANGUAGE
By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:
§ Explore personal experience of travelling
§ Choose a topic for the creative writing completion entry
§ Write a short story about a subject they learned in lesson 1

PRIOR KNOWLEDGE NEEDED
Discuss what the students have learned in the previous lesson.

STAGE 2 - LEARNING PLAN
INTRODUCTION
§ Introduction of their writing and
their final submission

MAIN BODY OF THE LESSON
§

Your travel experience – (pair work)

TIME (optional)

None (Printed poster
with information for
students can be put in
the classroom)

5min

Depending on the number of learners in your group, prepare a list of
questions for people to discuss - see appendix 4

Handout- a question for
each pair Appendix 4
(Appendix 5 – additional
ideas for questions)

10-15min

-

Share ideas focusing on green tourism
Create a writing story
Engage in creative tourism writing is beneficial to your learners

Give each pair one question to answer in turn – (this could be a good
opportunity to practice grammar - asking and answering questions).
Share best stories in the class.
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MATERIALS

Introduce the subject of the lesson:

§

Being a green traveller – writing a
short story

This part of the session can be delivered
as a separate lesson or given to your
learners as homework

Bring the 2 previous activities together by asking students how they
can help? What can they do?
Ask students to write a short story about their experiences, hopes,
dreams and actions they might want to take… the topic is broad to
allow everyone to explore their individual views on the topic.
Notes about the competition:
However literally you take the topic of the competition, you are
encouraged to be imaginative, to think and write about relationships,
travels, meetings, encounters and experiences they have had or
might have. This might have happened in an unfamiliar setting
abroad or been an unexpected experience in the more familiar
settings of your home town/village. The entries might be an
imaginative reworking of a real experience, or, alternatively,
complete fiction or a future event you envisage. The choice is yours.
The key is to try and reflect the fact that travel enriches people’s
lives. Your writing, ideally, should try to explore that richness.
The judges will be looking, first and foremost, for original and
imaginative treatment of the ideas underpinning the competition.
Inventive and articulate use of language (vocabulary, description, the
lyrical quality or ‘sound’ of language) will also play a role, but it is not
the most important element of your judging matrix.
REMEMBER ENTRIES ARE OPEN TO BOTH ENGLISH AND KMER TEXTS!
So, your students are welcome to submit entries in Khmer language.
If you are working with young learners or those with limited writing
experience you might need to help them to put their stories
together.
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Here are tips for classroom activities you could run:
1. Once the student has chosen a topic, help them create a
storyboard. These help writers put the events of a story in order
using pictures. They work like a comic strip.
Start by asking the following questions- What is the beginning of the story? The middle? The end?
- Who are the characters?
- What do you like about them?
- Where does the story take place?
- Is there a problem that occurs in the story? If so, how does it get
resolved?
- What do you think about the ending? Is there a connection,
either in words or pictures, between the ending and the
beginning of the story?
2. You can make a storyboard by having a student draw a series of
pictures of the main events in the story on sticky notes and then
asking them to arrange the pictures in order. Talk about the order
and whether it makes sense – since you are using sticky notes,
the student can move them around. A photo story is another way
of using pictures to organise or create a story. Have a student cut
pictures out of magazines or take photos with a digital camera.
He or she can then arrange the picture in order and write
captions, much the same as with a storyboard.
3. Once the student has picked a final order for the story ask them
to write several sentences or even a paragraph for each picture
that tells that part of the story.
4. If you’re working with a storyboard, have the students add
connections between the different parts of the story, for example
showing how the characters move from one place to another or
how much time has passed between one event and another.
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5. Once you have gone over the story with them and make some
changes to it, have them write a “final” version for their
submission.
CLOSING Guiding Questions
§ Follow up

If possible offer students the opportunity for them to come and
speak to you about their submission, give students homework to
finish their creative writing piece, organise follow-up session to
continue in their story etc.
If you work with learners with limited resources, please help them
with access to PCs and internet.
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Appendix 1 – Sustainable tourism story
We know that tourism is very important for the revenue of some countries. Economically, tourism can create jobs for local
people and bring money into the country. Tourism development usually starts with the construction of hotels, resorts and
other places for tourists to stay. In addition, there may be restaurants, night clubs, and recreation facilities such as golf
courses, tennis courts, swimming pools, and marinas. Whenever possible, tourism developers prefer to build on the coast,
where the hotel will front on a beach and perhaps a coral reef, yet the coast is the most fragile and vulnerable area on an
island.
All this construction may be positive as well as negative. Such facilities benefit local people as well as tourists, reducing the
isolation of remote areas and increasing the convenience of travel within the country and overseas. Tourism development
can thus support useful expenditures that could not be justified for the local people alone. The social impacts of tourism
may also be important. People can have jobs and work as house maids, cooks, waiters, gardeners and also as managers.
In order to mitigate the negative impact of tourism sustainable tourism has been introduced. It is tourism that respects
the natural, cultural and social environment, extolling the values of the region and, at the same time, allows visitors to
enjoy the essence and authenticity of a place and its people. Sustainable tourism also means that the people visiting do so
with an attitude of integration and respect for the environment.”
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

In Cambodia there are many community based tourism projects. Mr. Vuthy lives in a small village in Ratanakiri province far
away from anyone. It is a beautiful place, with rolling hills, lots of very old forest where many animals live and spectacular
waterfalls. His village is very poor and most people living in his community are farmers who straggle to support their families.
In dry season, there is very little work and young men often leave to find employment in the big cities like Phnom Penh.
A few years ago, Mr. Vuthy and one of his friends met a foreigner - Peter who came to visit their village because he heard
about the beautiful forests nearby. The visitor was camping in the forest as there was no hotel or homestay to sleep in. Mr.
Vuthy invited this visitor to his house for dinner. During dinner, they had an opportunity to get to know each other well and
learn about each other’s cultures and traditions. Both, Mr. Vuthy and Peter had a fantastic evening.
The next day Mr. Vuthy went to the village chief and asked him to call a village meeting, where he told everyone the story
about meeting Peter in the forest few days earlier. While talking to Peter they discovered that many other tourists might
be interested in coming to visit their forest, see the wild animals and swim in the amazing waterfall. So, they decided to set
up a community project giving tourists somewhere to stay. They organized homestays – homes where people stay overnight
with a local family, local restaurants where visitors can eat, and trained local guides to show tourists the area.
This project gave the local community hope – more people could gain employment, young people did not need to leave to find
work in big cities and the whole community benefits from the Cambodian and foreign visitors coming to their beautiful
village.
Mr. Vuthy says: “I think sustainable tourism can really help the development of any community. The most important economic
activity in our destination is tourism. For this reason, it is important that we remember the three elements of sustainability:
economy, socio-cultural development and environmental protection. We want to protect our forests and wildlife for future
generations and many visitors that come to our community.”
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Appendix 2 – Sustainable tourism and development
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Appendix 3 – Sustainable tourism and development
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It creates jobs for locals

The managerial jobs are often taken by
foreigners

A lot of tourist companies are foreign
owned

Jobs are often seasonal

Tourists increase the price of local
products

Hotels and restaurants increase the price
of land

Hotels and tourists can cause
environmental damage

Tourists can put pressure on local
resources e.g. drinking water.

Local products can be sold to tourists

Tourists can increase congestion on roads

Tourism may improve local infrastructure
e.g. airports

Local traditions may be lost as destinations
become global

Locals can perform (dancing/singing) for
tourist helping to preserve traditions

Tourism may improve the reputation of a
country or area

Areas can become overly reliant on one
industry

Tourism can be affected by global events
e.g. terrorism and cost of oil

Tourism brings in foreign currency

Tourism, especially ecotourism may
protect the environment

Local tourism encourages locals to stay
and find jobs instead of migrating

Traditional industries like farming/fishing
can be lost

Locals can use new facilities e.g.
swimming pool or golf course

Tourism can create social problems e.g.
crime and prostitution

Appendix 4 – Pair work questions
Additional questions to discuss (optional)
Do you like to travel?
Where do you like to travel with your parents?
What month do you usually choose for travelling?
What places have you visited?
Are the places you visited beautiful?
What is your favourite place?
Have you seen a lot of tourists when you travel?
What is the best place in Cambodia to visit?
Do the tourists or locals throw litter on the ground?
What wildlife animals have you seen? And where?
What do you love about travelling?
Which provinces have you been to?
Where would you like to visit?
Would you recommend your friends to visit the place you visited?
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Appendix 4 – Additional questions to discuss (optional)
Take nothing but photos, leave nothing but footprints.
How often do you go on
holiday?
Where have you been?

What are the most popular
tourist attractions in your
country?

Describe a sightseeing trip
you have taken.

Which museums have you
visited? Which did you
enjoy most? Why?

City trip or beach holiday?
Which do you prefer?
Why?

What are the benefits of
tourism for your country?
Explain.

What are possible
disadvantages of tourism
for a country? Explain.

What kind of jobs are there
in the tourism industry?
Would like to do one?

What makes a good tour
guide?
Explain.

For tourists, what is the
most convenient way to get
around in your country?

Have you flown?
Was it short or long haul?
Did you suffer from jet lag?

Have you taken a longdistance bus trip? How many
hours were you on the bus?

Which of the 7 new world
wonders do you know?
Where are they located?

Which city or country would
you like to visit most?
Explain why.

Name some landmarks from
your city or country.
Describe them.

Which countries are the
most popular destinations?
Discuss. Do online research.

Which cities or countries
have you visited?
What’s your top 3?

Does your country benefit
from tourism?
In what way?
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